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INFANTS PLEA 


FOR 


BAPIISME 


Childrens Baptiſm juſtified by undeniable 
Conſequence of Holy Scripture. 


SZ LL they who have right to the Pro- 
> miſe of Salvation , and doe belong to 
CuarIsr and his Kingdome , ought 
to be received into the Church by Bap- 


Th Proved , Ads 2, 39. Mark 10. 14, 15, 16, and 
$ Luke 18.16. 


"* Therefore, Children ought to be received into the 
Church by Bapciſme. © 7 | 


A 2 LY The 


The comrary Opinion to be abhorred , proved 
likewiſe out of Scripture. 


Chat Opinion which makes Cu x 1 s r worſe than 
his Word is to be abhorred by all true Chriſtians. 


But the denying Baptiſme to Children makes 
CuaRk1sr worſe than his Word. 


Therefore that Opinion is to be abhorfed by all 
true Chriſtians, 


The Aſſumption thus proved. 


The denyall of that which hath «+ "ved, and 
practiſed through the whole Cluiitin Church , 15 
a denyall of that which mikes Cu ® 2 s r worle 
than his Word. 


But the denyall of Baptiſme to Children is a de- 
nyall of that which hath been cbletved and 
practiſed through the whole Chr:ſt.an 
Church, 


Therefore the denyall of Baptiſme to Chil. 
dren makes C u & 1 s Tt wotſe than 
his Word. For, of 

Our Lord Jeſus hath promiſed to be with his Church 7 


to the end of the World, Mar.28.20, And by his Spi- 
rit to lead her into all Truth, 704.16. 13, Now our Sa 
viour would not have ſuffered his Truth to faile by ſuf- 
fering his Church in all Ages and Places to practiſe * 
Childrens Baptiſme, if it were not according to his 


Will 


(3) 
Will and Word : fo that cither we muſt acknowledge 
this uninterrupted praRtiſe of the Chriſtian Catholike 
Church to be aſliſted by Chyiſts Word of promiſe, and 
direQive Spirit, or that he hath been lefle than his Word 
of Promiſe , and to have failed his Church in leadin 

her into all Truth ; which, is higheſt blaſphemy, to at- 


fhrme. 


T he miſ- underſtanding of thoſe Places ana Pratliſes 
in the new Teſtament , which require Teach- 
ing,and Repenting ,and Believing to go 
before the Sacrament of 
Baptiſme. 


Firſt, it is grounded upon a generall miſtake of Time 
and Perſons, art the firſt rendering of the new Covenant 
and rheir entring into it. That which accidentally hap- 
pcacd ro the Churches at their firſt gathering , being to 
be gaihered then of Altens grown up , and Strangers 
to che Guſpell-Covenant, is miſ-applied to the con- 
tinual] tare of the Church : not knowing, that a thing 
may be expreſly commanded for ſome condition of a 
Church, which may not be ſo for continuance, as Exod. 
12.11. Ard thus ſhall yee eate it, —that was onely for 
their firſt, nv. tor ſucceeding Paſſeovers , wherein they 
ſhould not have ſuch a ſpeedy journey to take. And 
ſo, at the firſt gachering of the Chriſtian Church of 
Aliens, the command was, firſt, make Diſciples,bring 
them to Repentance, and to Belicye in the Name of 
Chriſt, and then Baptize them. So was the command 
to the Apoſtles , and their practiſe in the firſt gathering 
of Churches ; but after the Plantation of the Chriſtian 


A 3 Faith 


(4) 

Faith in alt Nations , this command of Chriſt is not in 
that ſenſe to be expreſt, nor to be extended to Chil- 
dren of theſe Chriſtians gathered ; nor is there in Scrip- 
ture any example of any in that kind ; nay, by the 
Baptizing of whole Houſholds,, and the practife of the 
Church in ſucceeding Ages ( which is the beſt and moſt 
ccrtaine comment upon controverſtall Texts of Scrip- 


tuie ) it appcares that afcer the firſt gathering of 


Churches, then the Children of believing Parents were 
to be Baptized,being faderally holy, x Cor.7.14. 
Secondly , obſerve Gods ceconomy and diſpenſati- 
on in the firſt exhibition of the Sacrament of the new 
Covenant : Thoſe that were grown up when Baptiſme 
was inſtituted ( as Abraham was when Circumciſion 
was inſtituted ) and Aliens that are not admitted till 
they be grown up ; theſe ought firſt to be Taught, and 
after teaching to manifeſt Faith and Repentance, before 
admiſſion to Baptiſme. And ſo that diſpenſation of 
Baptiſme concerned Aliens at firſt gathered to the 
Church ; and not thoſe that were to be Baptized in the 
progrefſe of a Church. And now, if we were to deale 
with Aliens we muſt obſerve the order preſcribed tonch- 
ing Aliens,firſt to Teach,and then to Baptize: But Chil- 
dren have that right in the Covenant by their Parents, 
which inherit Abrahams privilege , that Aliens, and 
firſt Contracters and Stipulators had by Teaching and 
Faith. 
Thirdly, though Children cannot make or ſeale a 
Covenant, yet they are capable of a Covenant ſcaled 
to them. As Lands are many times ſealed to Infants, 
the benefit whereof they may know and enjoy when 


grown up : ſo may Chriſt ſeale the privileges of the 
Cove- 


(5) 

Covenant to Infants, the benefit whereof they may en" 
joy, and when grown up both underſtand them and 
anſwer them. I Purchaſe Houſe and Land for me and 
my Children : I that am the firſt Contracter and Pur- 
chaſer , ought to be of underſtanding , and to have ca- 
pacity to paſſe the Deeds , and to doe all duties and 
homages thereunto belonging, which yer my Children 
being Infants cannot doe; and yet they have preſent 
intereſt and firme right to that Houſe and Land even in 
their Infancy, by vertue of my Contract and Purchaſe 
not onely for my {Ife, but them too : and when they 
come to riper yecres they ſtand obliged to performe the 
ſame duties and homages, that I did performe at the 
firſt Contract and Purchaſe, Ir is eaſily applied to the 
caſe of Infants Baptitme, The ſum of all , and the re- 
conciling of all places of Scripture alleged againſt 
Childrens Baptiſme ſtandeth even thus ; We are to con- 
ſider the diſfimilitude of time , and different condition 
of .perſons , when, and to whom , the order of Chriſts 
command firſt iſſued forth , and was purpoſely inten- 
ded : It was atthe firſt gathering together and planting 
of the Chriſtian Church , at the firſt contraQting and 
ſtipulating of Aliens who were then to become Chriſti. 


ans, and at their firſt entring into the Covenant ; and 
© it is meant expreſlely of thoſe that are grown up, not of 
: Infants. And therefore no ſound concluſion can thence 


2 be drawn againſt Childrens right to Baptiſme ; for 
= theſe are virtually comprehended under Chriſts com- 
=: mind, virtually I ſay, that is in its principles , from 


> which it may beevidently gathered by undenyable con- 
* ſequence , ( for though Baptiſme of Infants be not (ct 
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down in that Precept of Chriſt formally, or expreſicly, 
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(6) 
in ſo many words , yet it's ſet down in it virtually in 


ſuch Principles as naturally infer it ) And fo in the 
progreſſe of a Church Infants have another kinde of 


-*. ceconomy or Or:ler of admittance into the viſible 
+, Church, as externally within the Cove- 


nant of believing Parents, 
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